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CONFIDENTIAL LUSAKA 3229 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR ZA AO US 

SUB J : BENGUELA RAILROAD 

REF: (A) LONDON 19241; (B) STATE 293176 

1 . PIECES OF INFORMATION AVAILABLE IN LUSAKA TEND 

TO CONFIRM MANY OF HODD'S COMMENTS AS REPORTED REFTEL A. 

2. IN A LENGTHY CONVERSATION A FEW DAYS AGO ON ANOTHER SUBJECT, 

THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR TOLD ME THAT AS ONE OF THE FEW FRENCH 
SPEAKERS AT THE INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATION IN GABORONE IN OCTOBER 
(WHERE HE IS ALSO ACCREDITED) HE HAD LONG CONVERSATIONS WITH 
MOBUTU. THE LATTER STATED QUITE CLEARLY THAT HE WAS NOT PERMITTING 
THE BENGUELA RAILROAD TO OPERATE IN ZAIRE FOR TWO REASONS: 

FIRST THAT THE ANGOLANS WERE REQUIRING TOO HIGH A PRICE IN TERMS 
OF CONCESSIONS FOR RE-ESTABLISHING THE TRAFFIC. SECOND, SAVIMBI 
HAD MADE CLEAR TO HIM THAT IF THE RAILROAD RESUMED INTERNATIONAL 
OPERATION HE WOULD NOT ONLY INTERDICT IT BUT INFLICT SERIOUS 
DAMAGE ON IT. 

3. WITH REGARD TO THE AN GOLAN -ZAMBIAN NEGOTIATIONS ON REOPENING 
OF THE LINE, CONVERSATIONS WITH THE ZAMBIAN MINISTER OF TRANSPORT 
AND MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS, BOTH OF WHOM RECENTLY WERE ENGAGED 
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ANXIOUS TO SEE THE LINE REOPENED AT LEAST TO RECOVER ITS 
PROPERTY. ZAMBIA HAS SOME 770 WAGONS AND 6 LOCOMOTIVES OF WHICH 
IT WOULD LIKE TO REGAIN POSSESSION. THERE IS, BESIDES, A SUBSTANTIAL 
AMOUNT OF COPPER WHICH WAS STRANDED ON ITS WAY TO LOBITO AND 
LARGE STORES OF IMPORTED INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT ON ITS WAY TO 
ZAMBIA. MUCH OF THIS EQUIPMENT HAS NOW REACHED LUSO. THE 
ZAMBIANS ARE HOPEFUL THAT IT CAN BE RECOVERED. IT IS NOT 
IMPOSSIBLE THAT THIS MIGHT HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED BY THE ZAMBIAN 
DELEGATION TO THE ZAIRE INDEPENDENCE CEREMONY IN LATE NOVEMBER. 

WE DOUBT. HOWEVER, THAT THE ZAMBIANS INTEREST IN THE BENGUELA 
RAILROAD EXTENDS BEYOND RECOVERY OF LOST PROPERTY. ALTERNATIVE 
ROUTES AVAILABLE TO THEM THROUGH TANZANIA, MALAWI AND MOZAMBIQUE. 
THOUGH SOMEWHAT LESS ECONOMICAL, ARE NEVERTHELESS ADEQUATE FOR 
THEIR PRESENT INTERNATIONAL TRADE NEEDS. 

4. UNITA SOURCES HERE IN LUSAKA OF COURSE GIVE THE IMPRESSION 
THAT IT INTERDICTS THE RAILROAD ALMOST AT WILL. ITS ACCOUNT, 

HOWEVER, OF ATTACKS ON TRAFFIC APPEAR TO CONFIRM THE CLAIM THAT 
THE RAILROAD IS IN AT LEAST LIMITED OPERATION WITHIN ANGOLA. 

ANOTHER SOURCE CLAIMS THAT THIS OPERATION ONLY GOES AS FAR 
AS HUAMBO BUT UNITA RAIDS SEEM TO BE BEYOND THAT AND THEREFORE 
INDICATE THAT SOME TRAFFIC CONTINUES UP AT LEAST AS FAR AS 
LUSO. LOW 
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